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Galerie Eric Dupont presents Regina Virserius’s new project, INSOMNIA, conceived especially for her 

fifth solo show at the gallery. In the space she establishes a relationship between the fixed photographic 

image and the cinematographic image in movement. Between dream and reality, the video puts in 

perspective spatio-temporal markers, plunging us into the image through optical illusion. 

Aeschylus’s tragedy The Persians, recited by a Swedish actress, becomes a starting point for the project. 

Regina Virserius has chosen Atossa, Queen of the Persians, as the central character of her narrative 

presented through an ensemble of photographs and video. In a juxtaposition of the ancient epoch and the 

current world, she seeks to explore time and history like a subjective representation of the past, built up 

from images, memories and cultural relics. Interested by the phenomenon of cultural appropriation, the 

artist uses the tragedy of the Persians to question our current vision of the Middle East, conditioned by 

Western culture. Ancient bas-reliefs shoulder images taken from Internet; the landscape of the Ras Al 

Khaimah construction sites are seen through ancient windows. 

With Regina Virserius, photography is a way of understanding the world, of perceiving it and, finally, of 

making it. She doesn’t make the subject entirely visible but, rather, its fragments, suggested like clues. In 

transforming the object onto another scale, as with the Mesopotamian bas-reliefs, she changes its value 

and thus its original function. 

In a continuity with her research into the body and movement, Regina Virserius puts the female figure, 

incarnated by the Queen of the Persians, at the centre of the project. Through its cutting out, she seeks to 

reveal the body’s movement, to capture its physical presence and gravity. The body appears progressively: 

it loses its footing, it slides, falls, turns and overturns. Like a puzzle, the image of the woman forms from 

elements of the body and historic representations: Aphrodite, Hermaphrodite, Faith. The video presents 

two female figures, viewed from above, who search the markers and boundaries of a surface. The play of 

light, the moments of appearance and disappearance and the temporary timelag of the video make it 

possible to create an illusion of the body in space and its presence in time. 

INSOMNIA is about revealing movement, that of the body, which perceives and writes history, and that 

of history, which is a flux of man’s acts and moments. 

 


